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Tuesday, November 17, 2009
MAYOR DYER LEADS COMMUNITY CONDEMNATION OF 

ANTI-GAY HATE CRIME AT ORLANDO GAY COMMUNITY CENTER

Community leaders point to a rising tide of anti-gay hate crimes in Florida

ORLANDO, FL, Tuesday, November 17, 2009 – The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center of Central Florida, more commonly known as The Center, was vandalized on Sunday along with neighboring gay owned businesses. The Center was spray painted with a swastika and the words “Gay Pawer” while gay owned business Ritzy Rags was marked with “Kill Gays,” “Go To Hell” and other homophobic slurs.  

Community leaders, including representatives from Equality Florida, The Center, FL ACLU, The Holocaust Memorial Resource and Education Center of Florida, the Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando, and One Orlando have come out to denounce the destruction of The Center’s property and are joined by Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer. Together they are calling for community attention to be brought on the rising tide of anti-gay hate crimes in Florida.   

“A crime like this is more than just an act of vandalism”, said Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer. “It's a hate crime that threatens our community’s diversity. I encourage our City to join together, celebrate our diversity and stand against these types of crimes."
“This is a tolerant and diverse community,” said Orlando City Commissioner Patty Sheehan, “and this behavior will not be tolerated.  We encourage anyone with information to contact the Orlando Police Department, at 911, and this crime will be fully investigated and prosecuted.  Hate crimes and expressing hatred through graffiti is a serious crime.”
Orlando native and Equality Florida Field Director Joe Saunders agrees, “Florida’s Attorney General reports a 25% increase in anti-LGBT hate crimes in the past year and two thirds of those were the worst kinds of attacks - physical assault. That is by far the highest of any category.”

The Orlando Gay and Lesbian Community Center is still working to organize a community response to the attacks on Sunday. Micheal Vance, Executive Director of The Center says he and his members are outraged by the vandalism. “This community knows us to be the visual, cultural and service center of Central Florida’s gay and transgender community. The messages of hate delivered on Sunday were not just sprayed on our walls and our doors, but etched onto the backs of our entire community.”
The Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando and The Holocaust Memorial Resource Education Center of Florida issued a joint statement: “The recent vandalism at the offices of the GLBT Center and an adjoining business is a deep offense to the entire community. Reports that someone’s property has been defaced are disturbing enough; it’s far worse when the crime includes spray-painted swastikas and hateful words.  As representatives of organizations and individuals working to create a more just community, we know that this type of crime is intended to instill fear and to diminish one’s sense of safety and belonging. Rather than intimidating us, actions like these only remind us of the work that must be done.”
The Florida ACLU also added, ““Despicable acts such as these are sobering reminders that we must continue toward equality for our lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender friends and neighbors,” said Joyce Hamilton Henry, ACLU of Florida Central Regional Director.
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